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.CQE Welcomes New Recruit Alan Hamon (aka 

Thatcher)  

Drill Torque would like to welcome 

Alan to CQE. Alan is apparently af-

fectionately referred to as Thatch, 

Drill Torque is not sure whether this 

is due no doubt to his English heri-

tage or some other bizarre reason 

which we really do not need to 

know!! However all jokes aside  

Thatch brings experience from else-

where in the drilling industry. 

 

Alan reins from the south of the State 

and has joined the crew of Rig 3 at 

SJE.  

 
 

As you were all present on the day this will not really be news. However as per BMA 

external audit requirements the Safety Refocus Day was held at the Keppel Bay Sail-

ing Club in Yeppoon on the 26th August 2009. All CQE personnel attended as well as 

BMA representatives, Doug Dunne, Steve Hadwyn, Kim Paton, John Fletcher and 

Mark Maxwell. 

 

CQE’s 12 month safety statistics were discussed as were the causes of any incidents 

and any action items resulting from same. Focus was on avoiding complacency, in-

creasing awareness as to what is happening around oneself and the site.  

 

It was great to see everyone offering the thoughts & opinions on the topics discussed 

in open conversation. It was also good to see many of you raise appropriate issues with 

the BMA representatives. 

 

The very positive feedback from BMA delegates regarding safety performance of 

CQE operations was very rewarding and well deserved. Well done to all!  

 

Shae also deserves special thanks for the terrific job in organising the day for us! 

.CQE Safe Day 



 

Incidents 

 

EN09008: Offsider on Rig 3 at SJE reversed the DAF compressor truck into a roadside marker. The cause of 

this incident was partly deemed to be operator error however the fact that the marker was too short to be visi-

ble in the side mirror was also seen to be a contributing factor. The truck sustained some relatively minor 

damage and all personnel were asked to be mindful of such situations. 

Our efforts and safety record to date is certainly something to be proud of there is always room for improve-

ment and generally it is the little mistakes or errors in judgement-

that are repeated in where we let ourselves down.  

Looking at the breakdown of incidents (chart to left) by rough clas-

sification it is fairly evident that we need to focus our attention on 

the way we are doing some tasks. Obviously this chart is quite 

loose in classifications as some incidents could be classified in 

more than one criteria and is only intended to serve as a rough 

guide. That said, it does act as a reasonable indicator. 

 

Historical Safety Stats for the past 12 months are presented in the chart below and once again zero RIFRs 

and TIFR is to be applauded. This is obviously pleasing for all of us but we need to remain vigilant of our 

actions and not rest on our laurels. 

Safety Statistics 
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Rig 1 Mock Emergency at BMA SWC 

The crew of Rig 1 at SWC were recently subjected to a Mock Emergency. The crew were undertaking 

casing operations at the time when the mock emergency was initiated. The scenario set involved the 

driller being rendered unconscious and an offsider injured and conscious suffering with severe pain. 

This scene left the remaining two persons on-site, an offsider and a fieldy, to initiate the Emergency Ac-

tion Plan and set about rendering assistance to the  injured. 

 

With the driller laying n the dust bowl and the offsider writhing in “pain” the two first aiders went 

through the process of calling the emergency in and assessing the injured prioritising treatment. All 

things considered the offsider and fieldy did what they had to with minimal fuss, knew their geographi-

cal location and prioritised treatment correctly. There was some initial indecision regarding appropriate 

treatment however they quickly got grasp of the situation and progressed appropriately. 

 

 

The crew of Rig 3 at SJE were also subjected to a Mock Emergency. This scenario saw the driller felled 

after being bitten by a venomous snake. Responding to the driller’s call for help, the 2IC also went 

down after twisting a dicky knee (being the old bloke that he is this was a real possibility, ha ha).  

 

With a crew of four this left the two “newer” offsiders to respond to the now two injured personnel. Re-

action and response time was a little slow and whilst there wasn’t any real panic a coordinated strategic 

approach was lacking a little.  

 

In reviewing the response to this emergency the general consensus was that not only would the driller 

likely have died but an offsider also would likely have been also bitten by the same snake and either 

died as a consequence. 

 

While not necessarily the ideal outcome in this circumstance it needs to be reminded that that is exactly 

why these mocks are conducted and the intention is that the better we can perform in such exercises 

then the better prepared we might be in a real situation.  

 

Although there was some potential for further injuries to be inflicted by the second injured party with 

dicky knee who kept referring to what he was going to do with a large nearby stick! 

Rig 3 Mock Emergency at BMA SJE 



3rd Quarter HSC Meeting 

Agenda from recent HSEC Meeting is below, a copy of the meeting minutes are available in CQE’s 

Yeppoon office or alternatively we can email you a copy on request. 

 

Safety Stats Previous Quarter: 

Incident: Dropped Rod (How, Where & Why) 

ICAM: 

Foremost rod loader modifications 

Last Meeting Action Items: 

Working Easter Friday (Closed) 

Drill Pad Design / Size / Layout 

Chip hole Positioning rig 2 / 1 

Drip tray for rig cab 

Rod Loader Training & Rig location (Closed) 

Welding Training 

Hiab Crane fault rig 2 

Working from Static Line 

Core Barrel derailing 

Changes to hitch roster (Closed) 

Training Items: 

MNCG1033A 

Completed 

VLC 

General Business / Issues 

CQE Safe Day 

Noise surveys 

New employee/s 

Spot Audit SWC 

Legislative Updates 

Humidity / temperature levels 

HSEC Improvement Plan Review 

SWP / RA Reviews 

Drug & Alcohol Tests 



Noise Level Surveys 
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The results of recent spot noise level surveys undertaken on each of the rigs is presented in the tables 

below. The obvious difference in surveys is the multiple readings taken for Rig 1. Note that all fu-

ture surveys will be taken at multiple sites on the drill pad as per the Noise Monitoring Program.  

On this occasion it isn’t appropriate to undertake a comparison of noise levels between rigs due to 

the different tasks and operations each were undertaking at the time of the surveys. The results how-

ever are interesting and useful in as far as assessing the hearing PPE we all use.  

 

These results have been documented in report format and submitted to CQE’s NMA for review. It is 

anticipated that these reports will have been reviewed by the time this issue has gone to print. Copies 

of these reports are available at your request in either hard copy or electronic format.  

 

Rig 2 Distance from Rig in meters SLM Readings in dB 

0 metres (Driller’s Step) 96.3 

2 metres 90.9 

4 metres 87.4 

6 metres 84.3 

8 metres 82.0 

10 metres 79.1 

Rig1 Distance from Rig in me-

ters 

SLM Readings in dB 

0 metres (Driller’s Step) 88.8 88.8 88.8 

2 metres 87.9 86.3 88.1 

4 metres 86.7 85.9 86.2 

6 metres 84.3 83.2 84.7 

8 metres 82.8 81.2 82.1 

10 metres 79.7 79.1 78.2 

Rig 3 Distance from Rig in meters SLM Readings in dB 

0 metres (Driller’s Step) 86.6 

2 metres 81.9 

4 metres 80.1 

6 metres 79.8 

8 metres 78.4 

10 metres 78.2 



As a result of recent indecision from the Contracting Client with regarding support for the fitment of IVMS 

in the vehicles and in the interest of the safety of our field technicians who often work alone we have pur-

chased two Satellite Personal Trackers. As you can see, the trackers are small enough to comfortably carry 

in or on a back pack. These will be carried by the field techs throughout their travels. The main features of 

the SPOT are as follows: 

 

 allows web interface satellite tracking of the unit; 

 Allows text messages to preset numbers (ideal for checkpoint arrival etc); 

 ALERT 0-0-0 function which is similar to an EPIRB and sends distress signal to International / Na-

tional Emergency Services 

 

These units will work around the world and measure at 11mm x 69mm x 44mm and weigh in at 209 grams. 

They are stated as being water resistant and of robust construction to withstand most minor knocks and 

bumps. We are awaiting delivery of the SPOT units as this issue goes to print but you will be updated on 

these units once we have them in hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Satellite Personal Trackers 

 

Legislative Updates 

The Workplace Health & Safety Regulation 2008 has been reprinted with amendments effective as of 

22nd June 2009. The amendments can be viewed online at 

http://www.deir.qld.gov.au/workplace/index.htm or can be viewed in the CQE office or just ask if you 

would like a copy provided. 



 

Commitment Quality 

Experience 
PO Box 1027 

Yeppoon 4703, 

Central Queensland 

Exploration Pty Ltd 

Phone: 07 4925 0401 

Fax: 07 4939 2040 

E-mail: 

office@cqexploration.com.au 

CQE on the Web 

www.cqexploration.com.au 

Spot the Hazard 

Hmmm something tells me this is not the ideal position from which 

to signal a reversing truck! 


